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Predominant 
Racial & Ethnic 
Groups, West 
Tennessee



Race & 
Ethnicity
Some counties in West 
Tennessee experienced 
greater than 25% change in 
the percent of Hispanic 
residents.



Families Living 
in Poverty
A significant number of 
communities in West 
Tennessee have high poverty 
rates with more than 20 
percent of people living in 
poverty. 
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Disability
More than 80% of fair 
housing complaints in 
Tennessee in the past 5 years 
were related to disability 
status.
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Persons with a Disability Living in Poverty



Home 
Purchase Loan 
Activity
Overall 5% increase in the 
volume of home purchase 
loan originations in 2017 in 
Tennessee. 

• In most areas of the state 
(including MSA areas), mortgage 
loan volume surpassed the level 
of mortgage activity in 2007.

• Memphis MSA reached only 73 
percent of the 2007 pre-
recession level of mortgage 
activity. 
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Loan Denials, Tennessee
The denial rate among African Americans in 2017 was 17.4% (the highest among all borrowers) compared 
with 10% for all borrowers.



Loan Denials
Even after controlling for 
income, white and African-
American applicants had 
significantly different denial 
rates.



Loan Denials
The difference between the 
denial rates of white and 
African-American applicants 
is even more noticeable 
when looking at only  
conventional home 
purchase loan applications.



Non-
conventional 
Loans
African-American (& low 
income) borrowers are more 
likely to use non-
conventional loans than 
conventional loans.
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Higher Priced 
Home Loans
The proportion of African-
American borrowers with 
higher-priced home 
purchase loans was higher 
than white borrowers, even 
among borrowers in the 
same income group. 
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www.thda.org

For Reports on Homeownership & Rental Housing Issues: 
https://thda.org/research-planning/research-planning

For Public Comment on Consolidated & Fair Housing 
Planning:
https://thda.org/about-thda/public-notice-and-
commenthttps://thda.org/about-thda/public-notice-and-
comment
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